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Dear BrernrEN, 


Ta late Quarterly Meeting, an enquiry was. 
WIe ſome o "the Members of 


made, 
ce our Societies were altogether free from conform- 
ing to the cuſtom of vi/iting or receiving viſits, at 
the annual Feaft* where they live? —and it was 
generally thought they were not. It was then en- 


quired, <« Is it wrong thus to conform to an ancient 
« cuſtom ? Is there any thing in it that is evil in. 
«« itſelf, or that has any tendeney to moral evil in 


« its conſequences ?”” It appeared to be the gene- 


ral opinion of the Brethren preſent, that it is wrong 
in itſelf, and that its whole P is to eyil, in 
ore, requeſted 


every point of view. It was, there | 
that ſomething might be drawn up on the ſubject, 


to point out its nature and tendency ; ſtrongly. 
hoping you will entirely give it up, when properly, 
informed. Lou will, therefore, permit us to ule, 


great plainneſs of ſpeech, and the utmoſt faithful 
neſs in this Addreſs. May our Lord and Maſter 


In Yorkſhire it generally goes by this name; in 


Derbyſhire, Staffordſhire, &c. it is called a Wake; in 
Lancaſhire'itis known by the name of RuyMearing ; and 
in the Weſt of England by the name of Revet, It is 
ſuppoſed to have been infljtuted for — of 
commemorating the dedication of the reſpeftive pariſh 
churches,” The deſign of it was probably very good, 


but like many other things of a natute, has 

been dreadfully proffituted to the moſt diabdlical put - 
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give us accels to your hearts! May you all be open 

to conviction, and faithful to it when received, and 
reap all the benefits of the Saviour's death and in- 
tercefſion. 3 | 
Taking it for granted ted that ſome of you have 

deen accuſtomed either to viſit your relations, or 
acquaintances, on ſueh oecaſions; or to prepare 
more food than at other times, for the accommo- 
dation of your friends, at your annual * it may 
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ther, as it is now conducted, it be te in us 2 
conform to it. We conceive it is not, for the fol- 
lowing reaſons : 
1. 1 of of the manner in which time is ge- 
perally ſpent, by great numbers, on ſuch occaſions, 
» viz. In cating and drinking intemperately; talking 
prophanely, or at leaſt unprofitably ; in laughing 
and jeſting ; ſinging and dancing; curfing and ſwear- 
ing ; fornication and adultery ; and in every ras 
ruinous to the morals of youth, and the happineſs 
of all. The bridle of reſtraint is, at ſuch times, 
taken off; and the deſire of the fleſh, the deſire of 
. the eye, and the pride of life, are ſuffered to have 
their fult ſcope. Nor do theſe evils end with the 
time of feaſting ; connexions are then formed, ha- 
bits of wantonneſs are contracted, and finful incli: 
nations gain peculiar ſtrength. Convictions are 
ſtifled, ſerious reſolutions are broken, and the. 
hearts of many perſons hardened, rough, the de- 
ceitfulneſs of ſin. 

It is very probable that ſome of you may be 
ready to ſay, © But we by no means. run to ſuch 
lengths of exceſs; we only invite or viſit our 
friends in a decent way, in order to keep up that 
friendſhin which _— ay {I amongſt rela- 
tions. And can You „ think this a 
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proper juſtification of your eonduQ ? We con- 


ceive, that fo far as you enter into the fpirit of the 
feaſt; fo far you have fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkneſs, and fal! under the divine 


 cenfare : | Your conduct is fo far from reproving 
them, that-it ſanctions all the evils winch ate 


committed on theſe occaſions. What would you 
think of a man's exeuſing himſelf by ſaying, I 
don't rob on the highway; nor cut my neighbour's. 
throat; I only take a trifling thing from his ſhop, 
his houſe, or his field, to ſuit my convenience, and 
keep up my reputation in the world?” Would 
you think it a proof of Fs ' honeftly ? If not, how 
can you think your own' plea a proof of your in- 
nocency s | | 3'9 | | 4 - 

2. We think it wrong, on. account of the waſte 
of money, eſpecially amongſt the poor, whoſe 
earnings are ſmall, and thetr demands great. How 
many of theſe ſtraiten themſelves and families in 
food; and work beyond their ſtrength, for weeks 
before the feaſt, to make provifion for the fleſh, 
to falhl the luſts thereof? How many again eon- 


tract debts on theſe occafions which they can hardiy 
pay off for the next half year; and that which 


ought to go to the cloathing and education of a2 
numerous offspring, muſt be ſent to the cfeditors. 
Hence poor families are let low in the world, 
without any neceſſity ; they ſuffer lone, for a mo- 
mentary gratification, through a fooliſh yielding to 


a prevailing euſtom. And will you, Brethren, 


contribute to this wretchedneſs'? Inſtead of being 
examples worthy of imitation to all around yob, 
will you be a ſnare and ſtumbling-block-to thens? 


Will you put it in their power to fay, „Why, the 


Methodiſts can make feaſts, and go to them en 


ſabbath-days, for ten or twenty miles round * 
Shall they, be loſt for ever, through your conduct? 


Oh ye, who ought to be the ſalt of the earth, whete 


is your ſavou#? Ve who ought to- be: the lights bt 
8 [ 
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the world, where do you ſhine ?+ Who ſees the 
_ + bight of truth and purity of religion in your con- 
duct? Is the light that is in you become darkneſs? 
Ho great then is that darkneſ ?? 
3. We think it wrong, becauſe of the mixed 
company it leads to, and the converſation that is 
; confequent. Some of you have relations that are 
ſtrangers to the life and power of religion; are 
prtejudiced againſt it; nor can they bear any thing 
to be ſaid upon the ſubject, except it be in a very 
ſuperficial manner, that does not alarm their con- 
ſciences. If queſtioned as to their ſtate, or urged 
to flee from the wrath to come; they would in- 
ſtantly take fire. Should the goſpel-glaſs be held 
up to them, they would haſtily fly from their 
ftightful picture, You muſt,” therefore, fall into 
their ſpirit, and talk with them upon any thing of 
a worldly nature, for hours together, in order to 
make yourſelves agreeable to your viſitants. But 
is this a proper redemption of time? Is this a 
proof that you love Chriſt more than father or 
mother, brother or ſiſter, houſes, lands, or life 
Itſelf? Is it an evidence that you are crucified to 
the world, and the world to you? that your life is 
«hid with Chriſt in God; that; your treaſure and 
heart are in heaven; that you are taught of God, 
and led by the Spirit of holineſs? Does it prove 
that your fellowſhip is with the Father and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt? Does it not rather ſhew, in the 
cleareſt manner, that while we can act thus, we 
ate, at, beſt; hut trimmets betwixt God and the 
. world? That we can turn Chriſt out of doors, 
rather than-offend poor dying mortals, whoſe breath 
is in their noſtrils; that we ſavour not the things 
which be of God, but thoſe which be of men? 
Oh Brethren, what are we doing! There is death 
in the pot. The plague is begun. Wrath is gone 
forth againſt fruitleſs proſeſſors. The flumbers- of 
hn are upon us. We have been beguiled: mY the 
=p Shs Fx x ubtle 
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_ fubile ſerpent.” The Lord in merey an -m 
we be found with | 


to wifi ur; yet het they come, we 
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lamps gone out! 
Do you ſay, But we do not invii 


them away To which we anſwer, If you act 


in all things according to the Bible, they i 


either not come at all, or will ſoon go away of 
their own accord. If you ſhew them that you ate 
not of this world; that you are choſen: out of it; 
and are determined for heaven; they will ſhug 
your company. If you: doubt of this, make the 
trial; take your Bible, and read a chapter; yout 
hymn-book, and ſing an hymn; and then pray ont 
after another. When you thall have been thus 


employed, relate to one another what God hath 


done for your ſouls, Do this as in the Diyine 
Preſence, and as creatures that muſt very ſhortly 
give an account for every idle word. Will arre> 
ligious perſons like ſuch employment? Oh no! 
All that is within them will riſe againſt it. It 


6 


follows then; that you muſt either give up 7 pane 


exerciſes, and ſhew that you are of the world, 
of conſequence, enemies to God, and lying in - 
wicked one, James iv. 4 ;—T- John v. 19 or give 
up feaſting on ſuch oceaſions. Your future Wee 
will ſhe your choice.“ 

4. We conſider it as ineonſiſtent with that 3 
Matt. * 4, % Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into emptation. We cannot .conecive how 


it is po le for perſons to avoid the entrance into” 


temptation, when they. in a manner, _— She 
5 . Where theſe. feaſts are e kept on the Lord 's-day, 78 


they often are, no real Chriſtian can, with a god con- 
ſcience, countenance them, on an conſideration. Rav 


ther, ſhould we not obſerve ſuch. days, as days of Fog: 


and humiliation, in conſideration of our paſt fin an 


Lord, in the time of our 2 When we ollow 


folly, in ſo dreadfully proſtituting the ſacred day of 151 
| the multitude in doing evil? 
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devil and the world, to tempt. them; when they 
run into the ſnare, or rather form the bait: them- 
ſelves; and ate caught by a hook of their, n 
making. Inſtead of ſtanding upon their guard 
againſt every thing that would hurt their ſouls; 
watching over the thoughts, purpoſes; and motives 
of their hearts; they are occupied in preparing for 
the feaſt, or how they: may get to it. Let no ; 
man ſay, in ſuch a caſe, when he is tempted, that 4 
he is tempted of God; for God tempteth no man 
to evile But he is ſelf-tempted, and drawn away 
from the Fountain of Life, the path of duty, and 
a proper ſubjection to God, by his own luſt; and 
then enticed, by ſatan and wicked men, to acts of 
greater wickedneſs and rebellion againſt the Moſt 
| igh. Here the waters are let out, and who ſhall 
gather them? The ſoul becomes like a field with- 
out a fence, open to every wandering beaſt ;; or like 
a city without a wall, a ready prey to an aflailing . 
__ mdveanys; „ e [81 r er 
58. We judge it to be flatly contrary to that re- 
gueſt in the Lord's prayer,“ Lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil.“ It moſt 
eertainly becometh the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
tu let their prayers and practice correſpond, other- 
wiſe they give all around them cauſe to ſuſpett 
their ſincerity; and they themſelves have great 
reaſon to fear that they have only the lamp ot 
profeſſion, without the oil of grace. Bring this 
ſubject home; conſider it eloſely, and with ap- 
plication to yourſelves. We pray that we may 
not be led into temptation, and ſhall we run into 
company that will certainly be a temptation to us; 
or ſhall we invite ſuch company to our houſes ? 
Shall we act in a manner that will tempt other 
profeſſors to. do the ſame? Shall we become 
tempters to the wicked themſelves, by counte- 
: Fee a practice which has, in all probability, 
Jod thou ands of ſou.s to the devil? . Shall we put 
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it into the power of any -perſoris to inſure” us, or 
themſelves, under our roof? Surely you are ready 
to exclaim, Go forbid, that we ſhould act thus 
any longer! We had rather Joſe the friendſhip of 
all men, than be inſtrumental of turning one ſout 
| butt of the way of life; or of hardening a finner in 
his ſins. May you all be of this mind, and then 
vou will have very little dificulty in dg path * 
4 

* Another reaſon apabnſt this praftice es 
from matters of fact. herever any of the Me- 
thodiſts give into the euſtom, the reſult is, that 
they ſuffer ſuch'loſs in their ſouls by it, as they 
ſeldom recover for many months; perhaps do not 
fully regain till the return of the feſtival. Some 
members of our Societies, have ſunk ſo far into 
guilt, ſhame, fear, ard all their concomitants, as 


| To' relinquiſh hope, neglect the means of grace, 


ſhun religious ſeas, and fo falt back again into 
the ſpirit of the world, from me eofruptions of 
which the ey had happily eſcaped. The heart has 
been emptied of grace, garniſhed with levity, and 
te- occupied by the unclean fpirit,' with ſeven others 
more wicked than himſelf z; and the laſt Rate ' of 
that man has become abundantly worfe than — 
firſt. And thall this farming bearom, which gives 
ſuch awful warning, be utterly loſt upor us! all 
it give no alarm, or the danger be diſregarded? 
Shall we preſume to ſtand, where the mighty have 


fallen? Rather, let us fear, teſt a promife being _ - 


left us of entering into reſt, we Trould come mort 
of It, 


But ſome perbas may object to thefe e 
and fay, © that feafting i is not only conſiſtent * 
the practiee of God's ancient. people, but is 

preſsly enjoined by precept, Exod. xxiti. 14. 7 
which objection we anſw wer, —Feaſts, of various 
kinds, ſuch as that of the Paſſover, of Pemee:*?, 
&. were wiſely and graciouſly enjoined the c“ 

| | dre: 
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.dren of Iſrael to obſerve, to remind them of God's 
infinite goodneſs, towards them in Egypt, and their 
departure from it; in giving them the Law at 
Sinai, and pointing out to them, by typical expia- 
tions, the great propitiatory Sacrifice which ſhould 
be offered. for 'theyfins! of the whole world. But 
chat have 2 to da with theſe, under the glo- 
riouſ Redeemer's Diſpenſation ? Shall they put on 
the ceremonial yoke, which the adherents to the 
Law of Moſes could not bear; Acts xv. ro. 
III any perſons will plead for feafting on this 
ground, they, ſurely cannot, with; any modeſty, 
7. to any part of that ſhadowy. diſpenſation : 
They, muſt carry their daily offerings. to the prieſts, 
afſerable thrice a year at Jeruſalem, and be ob- 
Jervant of all the directions of Moſes, reſpecting 
legal, uneleanneſſes. — The, barely; mentioning of 
theſe things, is à ſufficient reply to ſuch a far fetehed 
objechon. There are no ſuch feſtivals enjoined 
in the New Teſtament, by Chriſt or his Apoſtles; 
nor was any futh thing known amongſt the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, till the purity and ſimplieity of the 
Goſpel were. en the, decline. Hence, thie cuſtom 
pleaded for, = [no. countenance. at all from the: 
-Striptures,; and matters of fact om, lzke pid 
3 to drive it utterly a- 1qt. 
But others may plead ſor its continuance, n 
they are ling to be ſingular. Why ſhould. 
we, ſay they, be different in our conduct from 
all the reſt, of our neighbours?” We anſwer, we 
vy no means wiſh you to differ from them in any: 
thing that is pleaſing to God, and profitable to the. 
ſouls of men; but in every thing that is inoonſiſtent- | 
with the word of God, we wiſh you to abſtain from F 
their practice, that you may not be partakers of their: : 
ins; but that you may, by your wiſe and. exem- 1 
plary conduct, be inſtrumental plucking Fil 
as brands. aut ICE, fre. #5 3:6 is 
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_ But ſuffer us to aſks. Is not this plea a copy of 


your countenance, and at the bottom of all the 
reluctance you ſhew in giving up this evil? You 
are not willing to take up your croſs ;. to confeſs 
Chriſt before men; to go without the camp, bear- 
ing his reproach. ..You with to run with the mul. 


titude ;—and die with the redeemed ;—to live after 


the fleſh, and to be found at death with the fruits of 
the Spirit; Like ſlothful farmers, who would gladly 


reap without ploughing or ſowing; and ſee. their | | 


fields covered with a pleaſing yerdure, without toil 
or labour. Oh ye temporizers ] ye half-hearted 


rofeſſors! Turn to the right hand, or to the left. 
Be wholly either for God or the devil. If you 


love Chrift's ſervice, bear his yoke, and put on his 


livery, the badge of reproach : But if you .prefer 
the drudgery of fin, honeſtly. declare it, and be 
faithful —.— to the maſter you chooſe. Do 
you ſhudder at the thought of ſerving the devil 
faithfully, and dwelling with him for ever? Ihen 
come out from amongſt the ungodly, their com- 
pany, ſpirit, and practice; and yield yourſelves to 
God, as: thoſe that are alive from the dead. 


Perhaps ſome of you may enquire, © What 20 2 
dots wiſh. us to do at ſuch ſeaſons, that we may be 


kept from ſlumbling others, and being ſtumbled 
ourſelves? We apprehend, the beſt way will 
be, for you to ad juſt as you would at any other 
time, without aſking any one friend to viſit yqu, 
or making the leaſt proviſion on the occaſion. If 
any of your friends come, let them ſhare with you 
in your plain fare, and unite with you in family 
worſhip. Aſſign your reaſons for this conduct, and: 
embrace the opportunity, as though it would be the 
laſt you may ever have, of warning and exhorting 
them, to ſeek with ardour the ſalvation of theic 
fouls. Set before them the uncertainty of life, the 
finfulneſs. of ſin, the love of the Saviour, and his 
readineſs to receive the weary and heavy _ to 
reſt 


» 


in their duration. 
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reſt. But in this, Brethren; you will want more 


chan natural ſtrength and courage ; you will ſurely 
need the power and wiſdom of the Holy Spirit. 


Be much in prayer to God, that you may have 


grace to be faithful; to act according to his word 
and will in all things; and ſhine as lights in the 
world, amidſt a crooked and perverfe generation. 


Another thing was mentioned at our Quarter! 
Meeting, reſpecting Funerals. The manner of 
conducting theſe is different in various places: But 


ſurely ſuch ſeaſons for uſefulneſs ſhould not be loft 
by religious characters, who may be preſent. The 
have then a fair opportunity given them to ſpea 


on the things of Gov, anti pvint out the importance 


of being found ready. An inſtance of mortali 
before their eyes: a fellow-creature, taken fro 

all below; perhaps, a relation, a very dear friend 

is gone to his long home: gone, to the anclondetl 
glories of heaven, laſting as the exiſterice of Jehd- 
vah; or to the unmixed torments of hell, endlefs 
n. What an awful change! How 
ſolemn the thought! And ſhall not the living Tai 


it to heart, and labour to be found of God in peace, 


without ſpot, and blameleſs? Oh Brethren, when- 
ever you are called to ſuch a ſcene; and more eſpe- 
cially when any of your own family is removed 
hence, labour to improve the ſedſon, in the moſt 
uſeful manner, to yourſelves and all around you. 
Avoid every thing that has orgy pt= = 
to deſtroy ſeriouſneſs and devotion, and cheek th 

firſt appearance of it in any other perſon. If we 
have any tolerable degree of prudente and zeak, 
we ſhall not be at a loſs for, matter to lead ifs 
to ſome uſcful obſervations, on the circumſtances 


which attended the departure of our friend, and 


which, like bread caſt on the waters, may be found 
after many days. But prayer and praiſe ſhould ful 
up much of our time, on ſuck'an otcafion. 
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1] 
It is much to be lamented, that on theſe occa> 
fions moſt of our people are governed by the cuſtom 
of the place where they live, and very few have 
courage enough to ſwim againſt the ſtrenm. But 
can any thing be more prepoſterous, or more un- 
ſeafonable, than feaſting at a funeral, which is the 
conſtant practice in many places? Brethren, on no 
confideration whatſoever conform to the world in 


this. For the honour of God, and for the fake of 


your neighbours, break the neck of this wretched, 
this dreadfully finful cuſtom. Many of thoſe who 
have no religion are weary of it, on account of the 
trouble and expence attending it: Set them the 
example, and they will tgladly follow you; but 
whether they will or not, be you determined in 
this matter. ff 28877 e n 
Another thing which ealled the attention of our 


Brethren was, a habit which ſome of our hearers 


have contracted, eſpecially in the ſummer ſeaſon, 
of ſtanding in the yard of the chapel till the mo- 
ment the ſervice begins. This is far from helping 
them to a right frame of mind for hearing profita- 
bly, or praying with the Spirit and the under- 
ſtanding. Their thoughts are ſcattered; their af. 
feRions- cold, or lukewarm; their eyes wandering 
over the congregation; to obſerve the drefs and 


deportment of others. Hence the word of God 


falls on theſe hearers like ſeed on a beaten path, 
and is ſoon picked up by the birds of prey. T hey 
go away with little or no profit, and thus become 
hardened under that word which was defigned to 
be the power of Gop to their ſalvation. We wiſh 
you, Brethren, not only to avoid this cuſtom your- 
ſel ves, but to ſet your faces againſt it. Give a 
friendly hint to any of your neighbours who do it, 
and labour, by perſuaſion and example, to remove 


this evil from your different places of worſhip. 


Endeavour likewiſe to be at the place in good 
time; for if you be not preſent at the i" of 


T:4 1J 
| the ſervice, you are in danger of getting your minds 


diſcompoſed, and of loſing the benefit you: might 
otherwiſe reap from the opportunity. But the evil 


| is not confined to yourſelves : By coming in late, 


you weaken the hands of Gop's ſervants, and lay 
them open to temptation, that they are not uſeful 
or acceptable to you; that you are weary: of hearing 
them, and therefore keep away. At the ſame time 
you injure other hearers, by drawing off their at- 
tention when ſome ſuitable word is d d, which 
might otherwiſe: prove an eternal bleſſing to their 
ſouls. Labour to be preſent at the beginning of 
the ſervice, go immediately into the chapel, and 
lift up your heart to God in prayer, for a bleſſing 
on the preacher, the congregation, and eſpecially 
your own ſouls. Conſider, it may be your laſt 
opportunity of hearing the precious word of life. 
Ob, hear for eternity! Hear as ereatures that muſt 
Mortly give an account. for every ſermon, and be 


.- Judged according to the Goſpel which:you hear. 


Another point was alſo mentioned, viz. Family 
Prayer. It appeared to be a doubtful matter with 
the Brethren preſent, Whether every member of 
our Societies, who is at the head of a family, con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharges this part of his duty. The 
obligations to it are ſo ſtrong and numerous, that 
we could hardly ſuppoſe any man profeſſing to 
enjoy the life of religion, or even to be ſeeking it, 
would live in the wilful neglect of it. You cannot 
be ignorant, Brethren, that in whatever point of 
Jight-you view this ſubject, it muſt appear reaſon- 
able and juſt, that if placed at the head of a family, 
vou ſhould daily worſhip God together. The re- 
lations which are found in families, whether as 
huſbands and wives, parents and children, maſters 
and ſervants, flow from Gop as the Fountain, and 
exiſt by him as the infinitely wiſe and righteous 
Sovernor of the world. He therefore is the 
PFPounder of your: families, and has an unalienable 
e | | right * 


[15] ; 
right to rule and govern. them. Your rule at the 


head is by his appointment, and your daily wor- 


ſhipping of him, is but a proper acknowledgment 
of it. View him as the gracious Benefactor of all 
you enjoy. He daily loadeth you with his benefits, 


for body and ſoul, for time and eternity. 


« How do his. mercies cloſe you round! 


Vou reſt under his protecting care; your habitation. 


is ſafe from the evils of fire and ſword; your bodies 
are refreſhed by comfortable ſleep, and your for- 


feited lives ſpared, by his infinite mercy.. And 


how many ſpiritual bleſſings do you enjoy! What 


_ glorious Goſpel light; what precious privileges for 


Chriſtian fellowſhip, and gracious helps in your 
way to Sion! Shall all theſe unmerited favours 
meet. with no return of gratitude ;—no humble, 


chearful acknowledgments from you? Is the con- 


tinuance of theſe a matter of indifference to you, 
that you never think it worth aſking for in prayer? 
How juſtly might the Lord ſay to you, as he did to 
. apoſtate Iſrael, „I will return and take away my 


corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the ſeaſon 


thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax, 
given to cover her nakedneſs?” Hoſea ii. 9g. How 


. ftriking the reſemblance betwixt prayerleſs families 


who. do not acknowledge Gop, and the ſwine who 
fecd on the acorns which fall from the tree, byt 
never look up to ſee from whence they fall! 
What an example does a parent ſet his children, 
or a maſter his ſervants, who neglects the worſhip 
of God in his houſe! Suppoſing any of theſe ſhould 
now be brought on a bed MF gckneſs, and his earthly 


_ tabernacle be diſſolved; ſuppofing he ſhould ex- 


claim, „Oh that my parent, or my maſter,” had 
prayed with me while in health, and talked to me 


about my ſoul! I might then have ſought and 


found mercy ; but now, I am going into eternity, 


with all my fins upon me, and I fear I ſhall be 


loſt for ever!“ What anguiſh would ſuch an ex- 
n cälamation 


* 
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clamation produce in your breaſts, if you have any 
feeling, any conſcienee! Take heed, Brethren, 
leſt this ſhould be more than realized in time, left 
vou ſhould hear ſuch a thunder-clap in your ears 
in eternity! For, if the Lord will pour out his fury 

upon the families that call not on his Name, how 
can you eſcape, who muſt be conſcioùs it is a duty 
incumbent on you, and yet live in the negle of 
it? Bear with us, Brethren, for if we be beſide 
ourſelves, it is for your ſake, that you may now 
be led to give all diligence in making your calling 
and election ſure. If you have never yet prayed 
with your families, now begin, and the Lord will 
' Help you. Simply pour out your hearts before 
Gop, like a child to his parent, or as a begg ir at 
Your door would ſolicit your bounty. Do not aim 
at fine words; this would not pleaſe Gop. It is 
the language of the heart which he accepts, how- 
ever broken or uncouth it may be to the eat of a 
eritic. Look up to Gop, for the Spirit of grace 
and ſupplication, to help your infirmities, and make 
interceſſion for you with groanings which cannot be 
| _Uttered, Let nothing keep you from the exerciſe ; 
no buſineſs, no company, no eroſs; and when you 
Have begun, be conſtant and firm, that nothing 
may turn you from the delightful path. Get the 
beſt time for it you can, in the morning, before the 
mind be much engaged in buſineſs; and in the 
evening, before any of your family become drowſy. 
Strive to keep from dull formality in the duty ; 
pray in the Holy Ghoſt, and look up for a gracious 
return of your prayer. Regard no iniquity in your 
Heart, nor yield to it in converſation ; ſo ſhall the 
bleſſing of God reſt upon your habitation, and on 
all the work of your hands.“ i 


We 


5 Perhaps ſome will ſay, But IT have no gift in 
prayer, and therefore I am aſhamed to attempt to pray 
orm 


of 


with my family,” Then by all means procure a 


[1124]: 

We truſt we ſhall not be thought tedious, in 
mentioning one thing more, of real importance to 
the well-being of our Societies. It has been cuſ- 
tomary for ſome Methodiſts to take the Sabbath 
Day for viſiting their relations. In caſes of ſudden 
ſiekneſs no blame can attach to ſuch. viſits ; but it 

is. greatly to be feared, that ſome members of our 
Societies are not under ſuch reſtrictions. Are there 
none who can take that ſeaſon for viſiting, as a kind 
of relaxation from the toils of the week and the 
duties of the day ? Have we none among us, who , 
ſpend the ſabbath” in walking or riding needleſs , 
journies, paying needleſs. viſits, in talking about - * 
worldly matters, or on uſeleſs ſubjedts? The 
ſabbath ought to be ſacredly obſerved, and ſpent in 
a manner which will beſt anſwer its. original inſti- 
tution. In it we are not at liberty to ſpeak bur 
own words, or find our own pleaſures, Iſai. Ilviii. 
13. We ſhould, with the Diſciples, be early in 
the worſhip of Gop, in our cloſet, our family, or 
in the public congregation. Thoſe members of. 
our Societies, who have children or ſervants, ſhould. 
conſider the important truſt repoſed in them, and 
train up the ſeveral branches. of their families in, 
a manner that will yield them peace at the laſt. 
Some time, at leaſt, ſhould be ſpent with them. 
more than uſual on other days, in order to get. 
eternal things impreſſed on their tender minds. 
It would be of great uſe to'talk freely and cloſely. 
with them, according to their age and capacity, on 
religious ſubjects; to impart light, correct miſtakes, 
and ſtir up every good deſire. If we neglect this, 
what reaſon have we to hope for the bleſſing of 
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of prayer, and in God's name make uſe thereof, till the, 
Lord fhall enable you to lay it aſide, You know, our 
late venerable Father publiſhed prayers for families, on 
this. very account; ſo that you are left withlat excuſe, 
if you negleR this important duty any longer. 


Gov, | 


| 1. 
Gop, on our children or ſervants? If we be diſ- 
obedient to Gop, is it any wonder if they de dif= 
obedient to us? Oh Brethren, let your own hap- 
pinefs; and that of your families, prompt you to 
j reſpe& the Divine Authority, Deut. vi. 7. Never 
7 waſte any part of the Lord's-day in idle or needleſs 
F viſits, in unprofitable converſatisn, or lounging in- 
activity. Inſtead of idly reaſoning reſpecting the 
morality of the Lord's-day, as too many do, ſeri- 
. ouſly confider how great a bleſſing, what an in- | 
eſtimable privilege the Lord hath beſtowed upon 
us, in giving us one day out of ſeven, to ſpend 
wholly in his ſervice, and for the good of our 
precious fouls; and diveſt yourſelves of all worldly 
cares and employments, as far as you poſlibly can, 
in order that you may wait upon Gop, without 
nds leffation and without diſtraction. Remember, 
much depends on the manner in which you Begin 
the ſabbath; for generally, any ſinful indulgence 
| in the morning of that day, will lead to deadneſs 
1 and inde votion through the whole of it; and if the 
CE - ſabbath be barren, it will be no wonder if all the 
cireamftances of the following week be painful and 
&  diftrefling. On the other hand, a good beginning” 
1 on that day leads to life and activity; and the 
= Ffirftfruits being holy, the reſidue will be pleaſant 
2 and proſperous. e ee 
| Let us prevail with you, deafly beloved, to lay 
1 aſide every weight, and the fin which hath hitherto 
A moſt- eaſily beſet you. Stir up the gift of Gop, 
and get filled with the Spirit of holineſs. So ſhall: 
po walk with Gop here, and in a little while 
; aſrend in the chariot of ſalvation, to behold and 
enjoy the unfading inheritance, the une louded glory, 
the ETERNITY of bliſs, which Chriſt hath promiſed 
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1 er Saviour, Jeſu, from above 
Aſſiſt me with thy heavenly grace! 
Empty my heart of earthly love, 
J for thyſelf prepare the place. 
2 O let Y aer preſence fill, 5 
- And ſet my longing ſpirit free; HARE 
Which pants to have no other will, | 
But night and day to feaſt on thee, 


3 While in this region here below, 
| No other good will I purſue: 
I' bid this world of noiſe and ſhow 
With all its glitt'ring ſnares adieu. 
4 That path with humble ſpeed I'll ſeek, 
In which my Saviour's footſteps ſhine z 
Nor will I hear, nor will I ſpeak 
Of any other love but thine. 


5 Henceforth may no profane delight 
Divide this conſecrated ſoul : 
Poſſeſs it thou, who haſt the right, 
As Lord and Maſter of the whole. 


6 Wealth, honour, pleaſure, and what elſe 
This ſhort-enduring world can give, 
Tempt as ye will, my ſoul repels,, 

To Chriſt alone reſolv'd to live. 


7 Thee can I love, and thee alone 
Wich pure delight and inward bliſs : 
To know thou tak'ſt me for thy own, 
Oh what a happineſs is this. 2 


8 Nothing on earth do I deſire | 
But thy pure love within my breaſt : 
This, only this will I require, 
And freely give up all the reſts 
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